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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 9, 1 4-20, 22-23, and 32-34 Pending. 
Claims 1-8, 10-13, 21, and 24-31 Canceled. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/17/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 10/17/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

As per Applicants arguments that the data set of Rubin does not disclose 'a set 
of visible query related sub objects', Examiner respectfully disagrees. Examiner notes 
that the abstract of Rubin, as well as Paragraph 93-97 clearly indicate that the set of 
documents being viewed in the system of Rubin may be the result set of a search run 
against a database. As such, any of the visible sub objects may be visible query related 
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sub objects within tlie system of Rubin, any of which may be analyzed and annotated as 
detailed by the rejection. 

In light of the above arguments the rejection will be updated to reflect 
amendments made to the claims and maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

5. Claims 9, 14-20, 22-23, 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by (Rubin et al. (US 2002/0099552). 

As per claim 9 Rubin et al. is directed to a computer implemented method for 
providing an indication of an annotation to a portion of a first view of data, comprising: 
receiving an annotation to the portion of the first view of data, wherein a view of data is 
any collection of data containing a set of visible query related sub-objects (figure 2, 
wherein view of data can be any of the documents or pages viewed over time, including search 
results returned as detailed in Paragraph 93-97; paragraph 0006, lines 3-11 ); Storing the 
annotation to the portion of the first view of data (paragraph 0008, lines 4-6); providing an 
interface wherein a second view of data is displayed via the interface (fig. 3; paragraph 
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0005, lines 5-7, wherein the examiner interprets the "second view of data" as subsequent retrieval 
of saved information as also noted in Paragraphs 93-97), analyzing the second view of data to 

identify query related sub-objects visible in both the second view of data and the 

annotated portion of the first view of data (paragraph 0087, lines 6-17; paragraph 0088, lines 
1-10, wherein when the item is viewed the system checks if the annotations exist in memory); and 
providing an indication of the annotation in the interface, only if a predetermined set of 
query related sub-objects visible in the second view of data are visible in the annotated 
portion of the first view of data, wherein providing an indication of the annotation in the 
interface comprises displaying an icon proximate one or more query related sub-objects 
visible in the second view of data that are also visible in the annotated portion of the first 

view of data (paragraph 0006, lines 11-15; wherein in a subsequent view of data has icons 
indicating annotations directed to the selected record). 

As per claim 14 Rubin et al. is directed to wherein more than one annotation is 
associated with one or more portions of data in the second view and separate icons for 
each annotation are displayed (paragraph 0078, lines i-4). 

As per claim 15 Rubin et al. is directed to the method further comprises 
displaying the annotation in response to a user selecting the icon (paragraph 0086, lines 9- 

12). 
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As per claim 16 Rubin et al. is directed to further comprising providing an 
indication of one or more query related sub-objects visible in the second view of data 
that are also visible in the annotated portion of the first view of data (paragraph 0078, lines 

1-4). 

As per claim 17 Rubin et al. is directed to a computer implemented method of 
creating and displaying an annotation associated with an annotated portion of a first 
view of data, comprising: providing an interface wherein the annotated portion of the 
first view of data is selected via the interface, wherein the annotation is created via the 
interface, wherein the annotated portion comprises at least two cells visible in the first 
view of data and wherein a view of data is any collection of data containing a set of 

visible query-related sub-objects (figure 2, wlierein view of data can be any of tlie documents 
or pages viewed over time including search results returned as detailed in Paragraph 93-97 fig. 3; 
paragraph 0005, lines 5- 7, wherein the examiner interprets the "second view of data" as 
subsequent retrieval of saved information as also noted in Paragraphs 93-97); creating an entry 
in a link table for each cell in the annotated portion, wherein the entry for each cell 
contains an indication of the annotations (paragraph 0084, lines 1-6); creating a record 
containing the annotation and a link to each cell in the annotated portion (paragraph 0053, 
paragraph 0084, lines 1-6); presenting a second view of data (fig. 3; paragraph 0005, lines 5-7, 
wherein the examiner interprets the "second view of data" as subsequent retrieval of saved 

information); analyzing the second view of data to identify cells visible in both the second 
view of data and the annotated portion of the first view of data (paragraph 0087, lines 6-i7; 

paragraph 0088, lines 1-10, wherein when the item is viewed the system checks if the annotations 
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exist in memory); and providing an indication of tine annotation, only if a predetermined 
set of cells visible in the second view of data are visible in the referenced portion of the 

first view of data (paragraph 0006, lines 11-15; wherein in a subsequent view of data has icons 
indicating annotations directed to the selected record). 

As per claim 18 Rubin et al. is directed to wherein the predetermined set of cells 
comprises at least one of: all the cells visible in the annotated portion of the first view of 
data (fig. 3; paragraph 0005, lines 5-7); a predetermined number of cells visible in the 

annotated portion of the first view of data (paragraph 0096, wherein the search determines the 

number of visible cells); a specified set of cells visible in the annotate portion of the first 
view of data; and a predetermined percentage of cells visible in the annotated portion of 

the first view of data (no art applied since the claim ask for at least one of the limitations). 

As per claim 19 Rubin et al. is directed to wherein the predetermined set of cells 
is specified by a user via the interface allowing selection of the annotated portion of the 

first view of data and creation of the annotation (paragraph 0096, wherein the search 
determines the number of visible cells, wherein "allowing" is interpreted to be intended use 
language (see MPEP 2106 II C) wherein the prior art meets the claim if its capable of performing 
the intended use). 

As per claim 20 Rubin et al. is directed to further comprising providing a 
mechanism for identifying the predetermined set of cells, wherein the mechanism is 
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accessible by a human user or a software application (paragraph 0095, lines i-8; paragraph 

0096, wherein the search determines the number of visible cells). 

As per claim 22 Rubin et al. is directed to wherein the entry for each cell contains 
an identifier uniquely identifying the record containing the annotation (paragraph 0088, 
lines 1-10). 

As per claim 23 Rubin et al. is directed to wherein analyzing the second view of 
data to identify cells visible in both the second view of data and the annotated portion of 
the first view of data comprises: querying the link table to identify one or more 
annotations describing views of data containing cells in the second view of data 
(paragraph 0069); retrieving annotation records for the one or more identified annotations 
(paragraph 0069); and identifying cells visible in both the second view of data and views 
described by the identified annotations, based on cell links stored in the retrieved 
annotation records (paragraph 0069). 

As per claim 32 Rubin et al. is directed to a computer implemented method for 
providing an indication of an annotation to a portion of a first view of data, comprising: 
receiving an annotation to a portion of the first view of data, wherein a view of data is 
any collection of data containing a set of visible query related sub-objects (figure 2, 

wherein view of data can be any of the documents or pages viewed over time including search 
results returned as detailed in Paragraph 93-97; paragraph 0006, lines 3-11); storing a set of 
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query-related sub-object links for the annotation to the portion of the first view of data 
(paragraph 0008, lines 4-6; paragraph 0048); providing an interface wherein a second view of 
data is displayed via the interface (fig. 3; paragraph OOOS, lines 5-7, wherein the examiner 
interprets the "second view of data" as subsequent retrieval of saved information as also noted in 

Paragraphs 93-97) analyzing the second view of data to identify query related sub-objects 
visible in both the second view of data and the annotated portion of the first view of data 

(paragraph 0087, lines 6-17; paragraph 0088, lines 1-10, wherein when the item is viewed the 

system checks if the annotations exist in memory), comprising: obtaining the set of query- 
related sub-object links stored with the annotation (paragraph 0069); and identifying 
query-related sub-objects identified by the query-related sub-object links that are visible 
in the second view of data (paragraph 0069), and providing an indication of the annotation 
in the interface, only if a predetermined set of query related sub-objects visible in the 
second view of data are visible in the annotated portion of the first view of data 

(paragraph 0069; paragraph 0096). 

As per claim 33 Rubin et al. is directed to wherein analyzing the second view of 
data to identify sub-objects visible in both the second view of data and the annotated 
portion of the first view of data further comprises: obtaining, based on query related sub- 
objects visible in the second view of data, an indication of the annotation from a table 
(paragraph 0069; paragraph 0078, lines 1-6); and wherein obtaining a set of sub-object links 
stored with the annotation comprises retrieving a record containing the annotation and 
the query related sub-object links using the indication of the annotation obtained from 
the table (paragraph 0084, lines 1-5; paragraph 0086, lines 9-14). 
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As per claim 34 Rubin et al. is directed to a computer implemented method for 
providing an indication of an annotation to a portion of a first view of data, comprising: 
receiving an annotation to a portion of the first view of data, wherein a view of data is 
any collection of data containing a set of visible query related sub-objects (figure 2, 
wherein view of data can be any of tlie documents or pages viewed over time including searcli 
results returned as detailed in Paragraph 93-97; paragraph 0006, lines 3-11); Storing the 
annotation to the portion of the first view of data (paragraph 0008, lines 4-6); providing 
an interface wherein a second view of data is displayed via the interface (fig. 3; paragraph 

0005, lines 5-7, wherein the examiner interprets the "second view of data" as subsequent retrieval 
of saved infomnation as also noted in Paragraphs 93-97); analyzing the second view of data to 

Identify query related sub-objects visible in both the second view of data and the 
annotated portion of the first view of data (paragraph 0087, lines 6-17; paragraph 0088, lines 
1-10, wherein when the item is viewed the system checks if the annotations exist in memory); and 

providing an indication of the annotation in the interface, only if a predetermined set of 
sub-objects visible in the second view of data are visible in the annotated portion of the 
first view of data, and only if each query related sub-object visible in the annotated 
portion of the first view of data is visible in the second view of data (paragraph 0069; 
paragraph 0096). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Hicks whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2670. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00a - 5:30p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christian Chace can be reached on (571) 272-4190. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Michael J Hicks 
Art Unit 2165 
Phone: (571)272-2670 
Fax: (571)273-2670 

/Christian P. Chace/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2165 



